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I Part of a Letter from Ralph Thoresby, Efqy 
F. R. S t to John Evelyn, Efy F R. S. con¬ 
cerning fome Roman Antiquities lately found 
in Yorkftiire. 

S I X Months ago I fent to Dr. Lifter a large Account 
. of the Texture and Figure of an old Roman Shield of 
the Parma Kind, that I had then newly procured ; I have 
fince got another Curiofity relating to their Plafticks t 
’tis part of the Bottom (which confifted of fe.veral fuch 
Pieces for the Conveniency of Baking) of an old Roman 
Coffin, that was lately dug up in their Burying-Place out 
of Boutham-Bar at York, (whence I had the Bricks and 
Urns mentioned in the laft November Tranfadtions) ’tis 
of the Red Clay but not fo fine as the Urns, having a 
greater Quantity of courfe Sand wrought in with the 
Clay ; as to the Form (which is entire as it was at firft 
moulded) ’tis Fourteen Inches and an half long, and. 
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about Eleven- broad at the narrower End; and* nigfr 
Twelve and an half at the broader; this was the loweft 
part, for the Feet and the reft were proportionably 
broader till it came to the Shoulders ; ’ris an Inch thick 
befides the Ledges,whichareOne broad and Two thick, 
and extend from the bottom of either fide to within 
Three Inches of the top, where ’tis wholly flat, and 
fomewhat thinner for the next to lye upon it, which fe- 
veral Parts were,thus joyn’d together by fome Pin, I : 
prefume, for at the end of each Tile is a Hole that wou’d 
receive a common $iate-Pin, thefe Edges are wrought a 
little hollow, to receive the Sides, I fuppofe, and at the 
Feet are Two contrary Notches to fatten the End-piece, 
this Bottom I Ihould conclude to have confifted ftriftly 
of Eight fuch Parts, from a like Character 8 impreft up¬ 
on the Clay by the Sandapilarius’s Finger before its Ba¬ 
king, but that I fomewhat doubt whether Humeral Fi¬ 
gures be of that Antiquity in thefe European Parts, tho’I 
fee no reafon to conclude that becaufe the Romans ufed 
the Humeral Letters upon their more durable Monu¬ 
ments, that they were utterly Strangers to thefe Figures* 
which (notwithftanding. the common Opinion of their 
Novelty here) the learned Dr. Wallis thinks as old at 
leaft, as the Times of Hermannus Contra fins, An. Dorn. 
1050. and produces an unexceptionable Teftimony of 
their Ufe here in England An. 113 3. ( Philofoph . Tranfaft . 
Numb. 1 £4,) I got alfo fome Scars of broken Urns, 
dug up in Mr. Giles’s Garden, which are of the fineft 
blew Clay I have feen, with which was foond a Roman 
Shuttle, about Three Inches and an half long, but not 
one broad in the very middle, the hollow for the Licium 
being but one fourth of an Inch in the broadeft Place, 
{hews that it was either for Silk or very fine Linnen, per¬ 
haps their Asleftinum or Incombuftible Winding-Sheets. 
I have alfo lately procur’d a Roman Pottle from Aid- 
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■trough, which is of the Red Clay, but much courier 
than the Tork Urns: I was well,pleated to find it whole, 
that I might obferve the difference betwixt their Congius 
(of which I fake this to be fiddly the half) and our 
Gallon, and this comes the nigheft Mr. Graves’s Compu¬ 
tation, containing Three Pints and an half the Wincbefter 
Meafure. 

The laft Week I received a valuable Pretent of Two 
and Twenty old Roman Coins , from Mr. Townely of 
Towndy, which were lately found in the Parifh or Burn¬ 
ley in Lancafhire, which are the more acceptable, becauie 
many of them are Conjular, or Family Coins, one of 
them, viz.OXafusyv as i6z Years ante Chrifium accor¬ 
ding to Goltzius’s Method, being ftri&rly the fame he 
places An. ‘Orb. Cond. 989. 

That they were the ancient Roman Denarii,and Coin’d 
before the Emperors Times (notwithftanding the contra¬ 
ry Sentiments of fome Learned Men) I think is evident, 
becaufe there is mofliy, inflead of the Emperor’s Head, 
the antick Form of the Caput Vrb'is, without Infcription, 
befides, Tacitus calls thefe Bigati and Quadrigati, pecu- 
n'tam veterem ac diu not am: Again others have upon them 
ROM A, which I find not ufed by any of the Emperors, 
(except thote Email Pieces upon the Tranfiation of the 
Empire to Confiantinople) again, the Letters in thefe are 
often interwoven, as particularly V~L in one I have of 
L. Valerius Flaccus A.V.C. CDXCIL whiph according 
to Goltzius, is the Seventh Year after the Romans hrft 
flampt Silver Monies ; and to mention no more, many 
are of the Senators filed in final! Notches round the 
Edge, of which Sort I have of Scipio Ajiaticus, &c. and 
other Confular Pieces, but never faw any cl a later 
Date. 
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